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THE FRIENDS SUMMER PARTY 
 

Sunday 2nd September 2018 
 

Celebrating the successful re-opening of the Abbey Ruins 
 
 

Programme 
 
2.00 pm                Welcome by the Right Worshipful the 

     Mayor of Reading, Councillor Debs Edwards 
 

2.05 – 2.35 pm   Pangbourne Silver Band 
     

2.45 - 3.00 pm Shinfield Shambles Morris Group 
  
3.10 – 3.40 pm Rock Choir 
 
3.50 – 4.10 pm Shinfield Shambles 
 
4.20 – 4.50 pm Pangbourne Silver Band 
 

Activities for children: History Trail  – all afternoon 
 

Reading Between the Lines Theatre Group 
 

Guided walks of the Abbey Ruins 
 

Afternoon Teas available from the Ways & Means Trust 
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The Friends’ organisations would like to thank everyone who has kindly 
given their help and time to set up and entertain us this afternoon 

 

We would particularly like to thank the Parks and Museum Services of 
Reading Borough Council, and the Reading BID, for supporting our event 

 

The three Reading Friends’ Groups – the Friends of Reading Abbey 
(FORA), the Friends of Reading Museum (FoRM) and the Friends of 
Caversham Court Gardens (FCCG) – combine each year to hold a Summer 
Party that is free at entry, for the enjoyment of residents, family and friends; 
and to promote awareness of the three Friends’ organisations, and Reading 
Abbey, Reading Museum, and Caversham Court Gardens, to the wider 
community of the Borough of Reading. Previous events have been held in 
Caversham Court Gardens and the Forbury Gardens. 
 

This year’s Garden Party is being held in the Dormitory of the re-opened 
Abbey Ruins to celebrate the successful completion, by Reading Borough 
Council, of the Reading Abbey Revealed Project, the conservation of the 
Abbey gateway and Abbey Ruins, and their re-opening to the public. 
 

The Ways & Means Trust works with adults who have learning, physical 
or mental health disabilities to provide training, socialisation and work 
experience opportunities in a friendly, person-centred setting to help them 
to lead rewarding lives, realise their potential and to build their 
confidence.  It engages with community groups and employers to educate 
on disability and to value inclusion and independence. It is based at 
Rotherfield Peppard and offers horticultural therapy, catering and workshop 
activities; www.waysandmeans.org.uk  for more information. 
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